
News 
 
Programme for Government staffing reform plans begin  

The Minister for Public Sector Reform, Brendan Howlin has announced that the maximum allowed 
number of staff in ministers' offices will be cut by a quarter for ministers and by a third for ministers of 
State. This is in accordance with provisions contained in the programme for Government, which was 
approved in the Dáil by a vote of 103 votes to 46 last Tuesday. 

From now on, each minister will be permitted to have 8 staff members in their private office, which 
represents a reduction of 2. They may have 4 in their constituency office, where previously they were 
allowed 6. A minister of State may have 5 in their private office and 3 in their constituency office. 
However, should a minister of State be assigned to more than one department, they may have a 7 staff in 
their private office. 

Ministers‟ private offices have a number of functions including communicating the decisions and views of 
the minister; serving as a key point of contact between the minister and the public; dealing with all written 
and telephone contacts from the public; acting as the link between the department and the Houses of the 
Oireachtas; providing general advice with regard to Oireachtas business; and staffing a minister‟s 
constituency office.  

Minister Howlin stated that the “decision begins the commitments made in the Programme for 
Government to reform how the public service operates. The transfer of staff from ministers‟ offices to front 
line areas will allow the public service to become more focused on the citizen.” 

This decision is in line with one of the criteria within the programme for Government, which stated that 
“government is too centralised and unaccountable. We believe that there must also be a real shift in 
power from the State to the citizen.” 

 Reconfiguring of departments still ongoing  

Despite the announcement of the new arrangements for Government departments on March 9, the 
necessary legislation to implement the changes has not yet been made. The functions and names of the 
departments as well as the titles of the relevant ministers are determined by law and in order to be 
changed must be altered by way of statutory instrument. One statutory instrument will be made to transfer 
departmental administration and ministerial functions and if necessary, another will be made to alter the 
name of the department and the title of the minister.  The power to make these regulations is given to the 
Government under the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) Act, 1939.  

The changes to the ministerial and departmental functions indicated by the Government on March 9 were 
significant. Without the necessary statutory instruments, the creation of two new ministries, children and 
public expenditure and reform, leave Frances Fitzgerald and Brendan Howlin respectively without legal 
authority over a department and staff. 

The Department of Finance has indicated that work is ongoing with the Attorney General‟s office for the 
statutory instruments to be drafted. However, the department could not give a timeline as to when the 
legislation would be ready to be signed by the Taoiseach in order that it may be given legal effect.  

First full week for Dáil after the general election  

The Dáil will commence its first full week of sittings tomorrow, Tuesday, March 22. The agenda for the 
week includes leaders‟ questions, questions of the Taoiseach and the ministers for finance and education 
and skills, and in advance of the European Council Meeting of March 24 and 25, a debate has been 



scheduled in order “to allow every Member to express his or her views”. A motion has also been tabled to 
restore bills of the 30

th
 Dáil to the current legislative agenda. 

Speaking in the Dáil on March 15, the Taoiseach Enda Kenny stated that “the departments have been 
requested to name the bills they wish to place on the „A‟ list of legislation by March 21 2011. The 
departments have been advised that this is a matter of urgency.” Bills that have been scheduled so far to 
come before the house this week are the Road Traffic Bill 2011 (Seanad) and the Criminal Justice 
(Community Service) (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2011. 

Following a review of the departments‟ „A‟ list, a meeting of the legislative committee will be held on 
March 31 in order for the Cabinet to clear the list by April 5, stated the Taoiseach. The list will then be 
published immediately.  

Political reform is also being considered as a pressing matter and the Taoiseach indicated that the Chief 
Whip will meet the Opposition Whips this week to discuss changes capable of being implemented to 
make the Dáil more effective. It was stated that the Government will “do away with the traditional absence 
on a Tuesday after a bank holiday, although this only happens a few times during the year.” The extent of 
the Dáil recess for Easter has not yet been decided. 

 Oireachtas Update 

Dáil  

On Tuesday, there will be a motion without debate to restore lapsed bills of the 30th Dáil to the current 
Dáil's legislative agenda. On Wednesday, the Minister for Finance will take questions. On Thursday, the 
order for the second stage will be given and the second stage commenced for the Criminal Justice 
(Community Service) (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2011.Tuesday March 22.   

2.30pm 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

3.15pm 

Questions (Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs) 

4.15pm  

Leaders‟ questions 

4.36pm 

Order of business 

Motion re:  Restoration of bills to order paper (without debate)    

Statements pre-European Council Meeting of 24-25 March (to conclude at 7pm, if not previously 
concluded) 

7pm      

Private members business 



 Wednesday March 23 

10.30am 

Leaders' questions 

10.51am 

Questions (Taoiseach) 

11.36am 

Order of business               

Statements on Japanese disaster (working title) (Department of Foreign Affairs) 

Road Traffic Bill 2011 [Seanad] - Second Stage (Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport)    

1.30pm  

SOS 

2.30pm 

Questions (Minister for Finance) 

3.45pm  

Afternoon business continued 

7pm      

Private members business 

Thursday March 23 

10.30am 

Order of business 

Criminal Justice (Community Service) (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2011 - Order for second stage and 
second stage (Department of Justice, Equality and Defence) 

Road Traffic Bill 2011 [Seanad] - Second stage (Resumed) (Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport)  

3.30pm 

Questions (Minister for Education and Skills)  

Seanad  



This is a preliminary schedule, a full schedule is not available at this time.  

2.30pm 

Order of Business 
Programme for Government recently agreed by the Government parties 
 
Mental Health (Involuntary Procedures) (Amendment) Bill 2008 - Committee stage 

 
Committees  

No committees have yet been established under the 31st Dáil. 

Departments of State 

Minister of State for Equality urges IBEC to recognise economic benefits of gender equality and to 
support parents, whether male or female. 

Speaking at an IBEC event organised to foster debate on the advancement of women to achieve greater 
gender balance at the top of organisations, newly appointed Minister of State for Equality, Kathleen Lynch 
committed to work to achieve true gender equality to support economic growth and the well-being of 
women and their families. 

Minister Lynch noted that legislation alone had not led to the achievement of true gender equality.  
International evidence pointed to the contribution that the expansion of the female work force has already 
made to economic growth, which is also evident in Ireland, where the female workforce doubled in the 
past fifteen years. 

The Minister told IBEC members and guests that the EU expects all Member States to further increase 
the number of women in their work force in order to foster sustainable growth and to ensure that Europe 
remains competitive.   

Europe also encourages companies to maximise the contribution of the highly educated female workforce 
by advancing them into decision-making positions.  The Minister reminded IBEC members and guests at 
the event that “as employers, IBEC members must consider the human capital wealth which your female 
workforce brings to your firm.  You may need to think about how you can maximise the benefits of 
retaining this highly skilled work force and of assisting them to attain the highest possible levels within the 
firm.  Similarly you may need to consider the needs of your male employees and their roles as fathers as 
well as employees.”   

At the event, Minister Lynch also launched a new “Maternity and Parenting Toolkit” for IBEC.  This new 
initiative provides tools and guidance to enable employers to positively manage maternity and parenting 
within organisations.  The Minister called on firms to “ensure that the work place can accommodate 
working parents, both men and women, in sharing family responsibilities to support and care for our 
children, and indeed, as an emerging issue, to care for our elderly parents.” 

 Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine discusses dairy sector at EU Council meeting and 
warns Irish farmers of risk of super levies 

The Minister for Agriculture, Marine and Food, Simon Coveney attended his first meeting of EU 
agriculture ministers in Brussels on Thursday, March 17. The meeting was scheduled to consider draft 
Council conclusions on the communication from the Commission on the future of the CAP after 2013, the 
trade negotiations with the MERCOSUR group of South American countries, the approval of three GMO 



applications, and the market situation for the dairy sector.  It was also scheduled to endorse a paper co-
sponsored by Ireland that lists six essential principles that should be followed to simplify the workings and 
operation of the CAP. 

The debate on the market situation for the dairy sector presented an opportunity to the Minister to ask the 
Commission to consider whether a more flexible approach might be adopted for the limited number of 
Member States likely to have a super levy problem in the run up to 2015.  The Minister said "this is an 
issue that has been raised by a number of Member States and I strongly support a solution that will 
ensure that a soft landing to the expiry of milk quotas is achieved in all member States.  At the same time, 
I would remind Irish farmers that the current rules do not allow any leeway regarding quota overruns.  
Farmers here should continue to take all steps to ensure that they do not exceed their quota this year". 

 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade supports Japanese response efforts 

The Department of Foreign Affairs last week announced the approval of €1m for the Red Cross operation 
in Japan following the recent earthquake and subsequent tsunami experienced in the country. The 
decision to pledge the funds followed a request from the Japanese Government for European Union 
assistance in responding to earthquake and tsunami.  

Minister of State for Trade and Development, Jan O‟Sullivan stated that while the Japanese Government 
did not request personnel, they instead requested blankets, mattresses and water tanks from the EU. 
Irish Aid had made available its stockpiles of these items. She added that Irish Aid officials were liaising 
with their EU counterparts to assess how these supplies could be included in an EU airlift to the stricken 
areas.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 


