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NewEra Project  

The NewEra project is the new portfolio for the Minister of State at the Departments of Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources and Environment, Community and Local Government, Fergus O‟Dowd. It 
is the Government‟s investment programme for key networks of the economy and was first proposed by 
Fine Gael in 2009. It is a highly ambitious investment programme that will make some significant changes 
to the networking landscape. The project is described as a way to transform the Irish economy for the 21

st
 

century in order to help Ireland return to growth and prosperity as well as a way to combat the numerous 
deficiencies within national infrastructure. According to Fine Gael‟s 2009 report on NewEra, €18.2bn will 
be invested in energy, communications and water networks.  

A new “Smart Grid” 

ESB Networks and Eirgrid will be merged to create a “Smart Grid”, which will acquire full ownership of 
Ireland electricity and gas networks. The underlying goal of this will be to accelerate and, if required, 
modify the network development plans contained in ESB 2020 and in Eirgrid‟s Grid25 plan.  There will be 
three targets: first, to make Ireland a net exporter of energy by 2030 and by 2020 producing over 50 
percent of its electricity from renewable sources; second, 50 percent of cars to run on electricity by 2025 
and 100 percent by 2030; and third, to protect Ireland from rising energy prices and imported fuels by 
connecting more domestic renewable energy sources to the grid.  Furthermore, Smart Meters will be 
introduced in every home to aid homeowners in reducing energy bills.  Fine Gael‟s 2009 report states that 
Bord Gais would be absorbed into Gaslink and would become the owner and operator of the gas network.  

Water 

A new company, Irish Water, will be established taking investment maintenance from the hands of local 
authorities to overcome the fragmented nature of the industry and the issue of the State‟s inefficient and 
leaking water network.  Local authorities will act as agents for Irish water.  An investment of €4.1bn will be 
allocated to this new infrastructure.   

Telecoms 

In their 2009 document, Fine Gael proposed to create “Broadband 21” which will invest €1.8bn over 4 
years to build a high-speed fibre infrastructure throughout the country bringing the amount of Irish 
households connected to fibre by 2013 to 1 million. While the majority of the financing will go towards the 
“last mile”  of the network, remaining finance will aid the amalgamation of the diverse telecom assets of 
existing State companies  to create a new, pan-national, open access, next generation broadband 
network.   

Bio-energy and forestry  

Bord na Mona and Coillte will be amalgamated to create BFI (BioEnergy and Forestry Ireland) to improve 
Ireland‟s position in respect of biomass. The initial report of 2009 proposed that BFI will invest €900m 
between 2010 and 2013. A forestation scheme with a target of 14,700 hectares will also be initiated.  

National Recovery Wholesale Bank and NewEra Ltd. 

A National Recovery Wholesale Bank would work alongside NewEra in providing funds to the utilities to 
allow them to start retrofitting the 1.2m houses with poor energy ratings. Funds will be provided to the 
power utility companies and they will then subcontract the work to construction companies.  Fine Gael 
proposed the creation of NewEra Ltd, a company which will act as manager of the sector as a whole and 



will oversee the restructuring of the sector. It will be held accountable to the Taoiseach who will also 
appoint its CEO and board. 100 personnel will be hired to work for this company, which will be 
established with a “sunset clause” whereby it will dissolve after 7 years 

Job creation  

It is thought that the project would also have knock-effect of the creation of the “conservative” figure of 
105,000 jobs by 2013, either directly or indirectly.  Sectors that would reap the benefits of these jobs 
include telecoms; engineering; scientific research; plumbing; and electricity amongst others. Jobs would 
be created in these sectors in the short-term while the investment would also provide the basis for 
sustainable, export-led jobs and growth for the next generation.  

Financing NewEra 

It is expected that the investment programme would also have a positive impact on the public finances. 
According to the programme for Government, NewEra would be financed by the sale of State assets, 
when market conditions are suitable for such sales and adequate regulatory structures are in place to 
facilitate such sales. The new Government will draw on the conclusions of the McCarthy Review Group 
on State Assets.  

Reform through increased transparency  

According to the Government for National Recovery Plan 2011-2016, reform of the public sector will 
include a range of changes in order to become more transparent, accountable and efficient.  The work will 
fall to the new Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, headed by Minister Brendan Howlin, who is 
expected to drive political reform and his Minister of State, Brian Hayes, who will have responsibility for 
public sector reform.  

The plan asserts that “where there is secrecy and unaccountability, there is waste and extravagance.” 
Accountability for results will be pinned down at every level of the public service with clear consequences 
for success and failure. One of the key features of public sector reform will be the creation of a 
Whistleblowers Act to protect those public servants who may expose maladministration by ministers or 
others. This would coincide with a restoration of Freedom of Information, which, it is hoped, would bolster 
transparency within the public service.  

The Freedom of Information Act 1997 was amended by an Act of 2003 introduced by the then Minister for 
Finance, Charlie McCreevy. Within a year of the amending act taking effect, there was a 50 percent 
decrease in overall requests, a 75 percent decrease in requests on non-personal information, and an 83 
percent decrease in media requests. The amending act was designed to increase the exemption period 
for cabinet records from 5 to 10 years, ensure that communications between ministers on matters relating 
to Government business were protected, protect documents relating to parliamentary questions, tribunals 
and international relations, and require the upfront payment of fees, the level of which to be set by the 
responsible minister. 

In addition to the restoration of the Freedom of Information legislation to that as provided in the 1997 Act, 
it is also stated that the Government will extend the legislation‟s remit to other public bodies including the 
administrative side of the Garda Síochána, subject to security exceptions. Also Freedom of Information 
legislation and the Ombudsman Act will be extended to cover all statutory bodies and all bodies 
significantly funded from the public purse. 

Department of Children  



The new Department of Children is to take control of child protection and welfare services from the HSE 
and a dedicated child welfare and protection agency to be set up. This move is one aspect of the larger 
project of dismantling the HSE and returning its functions to the Department of Health or allowing the 
proposed Universal Health Insurance system to take over the HSE‟s functions.  

Child welfare 

The child welfare and protection agency will reform the model of service delivery and improve 
accountability to the Dáil, which will include implementing the recommendations of the Ryan Report, 
putting the Children First Guidelines on a statutory footing and legislating for the use of „soft information‟.  

The current Children First Guidelines were first issued by the Department of Health and Children in 1999 
and are not on a statutory footing but are “national guidelines which should be applied consistently by the 
Health Service Executive, Government and organisations which deal with children and they are meant to 
provide best practice in dealing with children and young people”. The guidelines outline procedures for 
strengthening arrangements for the protection of children and to assist people in identifying and reporting 
child abuse. The guidelines are currently being revised. 

Referendum 

One priority for the Department of Children will be to achieve a positive outcome in a constitutional 
referendum. The wording of the amendment is hoped to better protect and advance the interests of 
children then the current text allows at present. Minister Fitzgerald indicated that she would look at the 
wording for the referendum proposed by the last government and also wording proposed by an all-party 
Oireachtas committee.   

Health 

Before becoming Minister for Children, Frances Fitzgerald was the party spokesperson on health. It is not 
yet known what involvement, if any, the new Department of Children will have with the new National 
Children‟s Hospital, which is confirmed as a project for the new Government to complete. 

 Oireachtas Update 

Dáil  

Tuesday March 15 

2.30pm                 
 
Leaders Questions 
 
2.51pm                   
 
Order of Business 
 
Motion re:  Programme for Government (working title) (to conclude at 7.30 p.m. if not previously 
concluded)  
 
7.30pm                    
 
Dáil adjourns 



Seanad  

The Seanad has adjourned sine die. 

Committees  

No committees have yet been established under the 31st Dáil. 

Appointments  

New member appointed on board of Central Bank Commission 

Brian Lenihan as Minister for Finance announced the appointment of his special economic adviser Dr 
Alan Ahearne to the board of the Central Bank . The post is for a period of 4 years with an annual 
salary of €15,000. 

  

The new cabinet 

Taoiseach, Enda Kenny (Fine Gael) 

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore (Labour) 

Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan (Fine Gael)  

Minister for Pubic Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin (Labour) 

Minister for Agriculture, Marine and Food, Simon Coveney (Fine Gael)  

Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs, Jimmy Deenihan (Fine Gael) 

Minister for Communication Energy and Natural Resources, Pat Rabbitte (Labour) 

Minister for Children, Frances Fitzgerald (Fine Gael) 

Minister for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, Richard Bruton (Fine Gael) 

Minister for Education and Skills, Ruairi Quinn (Labour)  

Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil Hogan (Fine Gael)  

Minister for Health, James O‟Reilly (Fine Gael)  

Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan Shatter (Fine Gael)  

Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton (Labour)  

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Leo Varadkar (Fine Gael) 

  



Ministers of State 

Government Chief Whip and Minister of State at the Department of Taoiseach and the Department of 
Defence, Paul Kehoe 

Special responsibility for European Affairs at the Department of the Taoiseach and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade,Lucinda Creighton  

Special responsibility for Food, Horticulture and Food Safety at the Department of Agriculture, Marine and 
Food,Shane McEntee   

Special responsibility for Gaeltacht Affairs at the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs, 
Dinny McGinley   

Special responsibility for New Era Project at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources and Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, Fergus O’Dowd   

Special responsibility for Training and Skills at the Department of Education and Skills, Ciaran Cannon    

Special responsibility for Small Business at the Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation, John 
Perry  

Special responsibility for Research and Innovation at the Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation 
and Department of Education and Skills, Seán Sherlock  

Special responsibility for Housing and Planning at the Department of Environment, Community and Local 
Government, Willie Penrose 

Special responsibility for Trade and Development at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Jan 
O’Sullivan    

Special responsibility for Primary Care at the Department of Health, Róisín Shortall  

  
Special responsibility for Disability, Equality and Mental Health at the Department of Health and 
Department of Justice, Equality and Defence,Kathleen Lynch   

   
Special responsibility for Public Service Reform and OPW at the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and Department of Finance,Brian Hayes 

Special responsibility for Public and Commuter Transport at the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, Alan Kelly  

Special responsibility for Tourism and Sport at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Michael 
Ring 

  

Other positions: 

Government Chief Whip, Paul Kehoe (Fine Gael) 



Attorney General, Marie Whelan  

Departments of State  

 Multi-Units Development Act 2011 to commence on April 1 and regulations made by Minister 
Smith  

The Department of Justice and Law Reform released the following press release on the March 7: 

The Minister for Justice and Law Reform, Brendan Smith made an order bringing the Multi-Unit 
Developments Act 2011 into operation on April 1 2011. 

The primary purpose of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 is to ensure the timely transfer of common 
areas of multi-unit developments to the owners‟ management company which is made up of unit owners 
in the development. The Act also contains detailed provisions concerning the management and operation 
of owners‟ management companies, including rules relating to the holding of annual general meetings; 
the calculation of service charges; the establishment of sinking funds and the making of house rules. 

The legislation will apply to multi-unit developments containing residential units only and to mixed-use 
developments containing residential units. It will also apply to housing estates which have owners‟ 
management companies. […] 

As regards new multi-unit developments, the Act requires that the common areas be transferred to the 
owners‟ management company prior to sale of the first residential unit. In existing developments in which 
a residential unit has already been sold but the common areas have not been transferred by the 
developer to the owners‟ management company, the transfer must be made within 6 months, i.e. before 
30 September next. 

Where no sinking fund has been established, such a fund must be put in place within 18 months i.e. by 30 
September 2012 at the latest. 

As regards voting rights in owners‟ management companies, the general rule for residential 
developments is that one vote attaches to each residential unit. In mixed-use developments, other voting 
arrangements may apply as long as they are fair and equitable. 

The Act establishes a new Circuit Court jurisdiction to deal with disputes between parties. However, if 
mediation or another form of dispute resolution has not already been attempted, the Court may require 
the parties to engage in a mediation process. Costs may be awarded against a party who does not 
engage in a meaningful way in such mediation. 

Regulations 

The Minister has also made two sets of regulations for the purposes of implementing detailed provisions 
of the Act: 

The Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 (Section 3) (Prescribed Persons) Regulations 2011 specify the 
classes of persons who are suitably qualified to provide certification that a multi-unit development has 
been constructed in accordance with the Fire Safety Certificate issued pursuant to the Building Control 
Acts 1990 and 2007. 

The Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 (Section 30) (Prescribed form and fee) Regulations 2011 
prescribe the form of application to be made and the fee to be paid to the Companies Registration Office 



in connection with the restoration of owners‟ management companies to the Companies Register under 
section 30 of the Act. 

 Ireland sends humanitarian supplies to border between Libya and Tunisia  

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade released a statement on March 11: 

The Government has dispatched an emergency shipment of humanitarian supplies to the border between 
Libya and Tunisia in response to the growing crisis in North Africa.  

The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Eamon Gilmore announced the decision to 
transport 18,500 blankets and over 100 tents from Ireland‟s pre-positioned stocks in Brindisi in response 
to the United Nations‟ appeal seeking help for those fleeing the ongoing violence.  These relief items will 
be distributed at the Tunisian border by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, through its division, Irish Aid, pre-positions essential 
humanitarian relief items in a series of depots located close to those regions which are most susceptible 
to natural or other disasters. The pre-positioning of such stocks forms part of the Rapid Response 
Initiative established in the aftermath of the 2004 Asia Tsunami.   

The Tánaiste also announced €250,000 in funding to help the International Organisation for Migration 
transport people back to their home countries.  

Tánaiste Gilmore said: “Up to 200,000 people have fled Libya in the last two weeks in the face of 
violence.  Many remain in temporary camps along the border with Tunisia where they urgently require 
shelter and supplies.  Faced with a humanitarian emergency of such magnitude, we have a duty to do 
what we can to help”.     

The shipment follows similar emergency airlifts from Irish Aid‟s pre-positioned stocks at the UN hubs in 
Brindisi, Dubai and Panama in 2010 in response to the Haiti earthquake, Pakistan floods and other 
humanitarian crises.  

Tánaiste Gilmore added:  “In addition to the situation at Libya‟s borders, we are also increasingly 
concerned about conditions within the country itself and especially over reports that civilians are bearing 
the brunt of the violence.  These issues and what the EU and the international community can most 
effectively do to remedy the current appalling violence and repression in Libya will be discussed at the 
informal EU Foreign Ministers meeting in Budapest, which I will be attending.  Together with our EU 
partners, we will be insisting on full access for humanitarian agencies so that they can reach those most 
in need.  We stand ready to review our own humanitarian response in line with the needs identified by the 
UN on the ground”. 

 

 

 


