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EU Parliament agree new law on counterfeit and fake medicines  

The Parliament of the European Union has agreed upon a new law which will create stringent rules in 
relation to counterfeit and fake medicines. The new law will include, for the first time, safeguards on of the 
sale of counterfeit and fake drugs over the internet. Member states will be required to impose a number of 
controls on the ever-increasing problem of counterfeit and fake drugs. It was stated that counterfeit and 
fake medicines seriously threaten both the health and economies of many countries. 

According to a number of studies conducted by the EU, trafficking of counterfeit and fake medicine is 25 
percent more lucrative than illicit drug trafficking. It is also believed that between 1 and 3 percent of drugs 
ending up in pharmacies are in fact counterfeit. In other parts of the world, it is suspected that there is up 
to 30 percent of medicines on the market are counterfeit. Furthermore, since 2005, there has been an 
increase of 400 percent in seizures of counterfeit and fake drugs.   

New directive and internet sales 

The new law will ensure that internet sales of medicinal products will be heavily monitored by the EU. This 
is one of the primary routes by which counterfeit and fake drugs enter the market and the route that poses 
the greatest risk of purchasing illicit and substantially dangerous drugs. Thus, internet pharmacies will 
have to be authorised to supply pharmaceuticals to the public. They will be required to display a common 
logo recognisable throughout the EU and they must inform citizens of the risks involved in making such a 
purchase. A list of reliable sites, which will be under review consistently, will be made available. 
Furthermore, new safety features, which will be developed by the European Commission, must be placed 
on individual packs primarily of prescription medicines so as to guarantee their authenticity.  

Tighter controls from manufacturer to patient  

Member states must also initiate a system whereby dangerous medicinal products can be prevented from 
entering the market. Alerts must be given should a product be deemed to pose a serious risk to public 
health. While distributors are already covered by legislation, brokers involved in selling medicinal products 
will have to be registered, and may be removed from the register should they fail to comply with the new 
rules. MEPs also proposed that exports, as well as imports from third countries, should also be regulated. 
Sanctions imposed on those who infringe the new law must not be inferior to those applicable to 
infringements of national laws of similar nature and importance.  

Pension reform urged by EU 

An EU Parliament resolution, adopted on February 16 outlined that despite grave economic 
circumstances, all Member States must safeguard pension schemes so that they will be in a position to 
deliver and maintain an adequate income to the ageing and retiring EU citizenry. While the primary onus 
is on the individual country to re-evaluate and reform their own pension schemes in light of economic 
difficulties, the EU regards itself as being in a position to coordinate pension schemes as countries may 
not have placed sufficient money aside to cater for future retirees. Consequently, this would have an 
impact on the Stability and Growth Pact, an agreement set forth and concluded by the European Council 
at the Dublin Summit in December 1996 that sets out the rules for budgetary discipline in Member States.  

Pensions systems and obstacles 

MEPs called on states to initiate adequate reforms to deal with different obstacles. One of those issues 
arises from persons who may have worked in different EU countries. In this scenario, the Parliament 
called upon the EU and Member States to remove obstacles to mobility that would in turn address 
pension transferability problems between states. Also, given the significant gap between the statutory 
pension age and the age people actually cease working, it is imperative that workplaces become better 
adapted to the needs of the older employees. There would also be a need for protection against 



dismissal. It was also stated that because of wage disparities between men and women and the fact that 
women are deemed more likely to work part-time hours and to take career breaks to rear children, MEPs 
urged that these inequalities be addressed in relation to retirement benefits.  

Green Paper: ‘Towards adequate, sustainable and safe European pension systems 

The resolution was adopted in response to a Green Paper issued in July 2010 by the Commission. The 
report stated that given current economic circumstances and the subsequent associated setbacks and 
the severe trend in demographic ageing – the EU can help in facilitating an adequate and sustainable 
retirement income for EU citizens. It noted how sound and adequate pension systems that would enable 
citizens of the EU to maintain a decent standard of living post-retirement are crucial both for citizens and 
for social cohesion.  

From the archive  

It was announced last week that the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) has been permitted to seek 
expressions of interest from broadcast content providers and other interested parties to provide content 
for the Digital Terrestrial Television Platform in Ireland. In addition, RTÉ is planning to launch 
SAORVIEW, a new free-to-air digital television service in May 2011. This development is in line with 
European driven targets for a European wide transition to digital television broadcasting. 

Digital switchover: an EU led strategy 

According to an EU issued communication in 2005, a digital switchover (also referred to as an Analogue 
Switch off (ASO)) would be highly advantageous for both consumers and operators in that it would free 
up spectrum capacity for other uses such as new broadcasting and mobile telephony services. It is 
believed that this would bring many benefits to the societies of Member States including increased 
innovation and growth in the television and electronic communications industries. Additionally, there 
would be an increased need for new equipment to receive and decode digital signals, further increasing 
growth in the European consumer equipment market. So as to overcome potential fragmentations and to 
ensure the changeover occurs in a harmonious manner throughout Europe, the Commission set the 
deadline for the switchover to be achieved as 2012. By this time, all EU Member States should be 
providing digital broadcast services, giving consumers access to more television and radio channels of 
higher picture and sound quality as well as offering interactive services through their television sets.  

National initiatives 

In Ireland, the BAI, the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, ComReg, a DSO 
Steering Group and additional working groups all have responsibilities in relation to the roll-out of the 
switchover. The DTT service will be operated by RTÉ while allowing space for the existing channels as 
well as other TV and radio channels.   The changeover is provided for in part 8 of the Broadcasting Act 
2009. The trial began on October 29 2010. By 2012, SAORVIEW will be available to 98 percent of the 
population. 

From the Archive 

A previous PAI article published in 2007 by Alan Watson, a leading expert on digital broadcasting, 
explored the complex issues surrounding a conversion from analogue to digital and in particular the 
impact the changeover would have in Ireland. The article can found here.  

Oireachtas Update 

Dáil 
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The Dáil has been dissolved and a General Election will take place on February 25. 

Seanad 
 
The Seanad has adjourned sine die. Polling by panel and university members will close on April 26 and 
April 27, respectively. 
 
Committees 
 
Following the dissolution of the Dáil, Dáil committees and Joint committees have also been dissolved 
 
 
Departments of State  

Irish dairy farmers at risk of super levy fine for production of milk over national quota  

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food published the following press release: 

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Brendan Smith, today reminded milk producers that they 
need to continue to exercise caution in the management of their milk supply given the continuing threat of 
a super levy at the end of the 2010/2011 milk quota year. 

The Minister said: "the acceleration in milk production that we saw in 2010, and particularly towards the 
end of the year, has continued into 2011. Butterfat - adjusted deliveries in January have brought the 
national position to 1.88 percent under quota, up from 2.35 percent under at the end of December. Given 
that we have already seen changes of the order of 1 percent from one month to the next on three 
occasions during the current milk quota year, there is every possibility that deliveries in the remaining two 
months could leave us over quota nationally at the end of March". 

As the calving season gets under way in earnest, the Minister urged all dairy farmers to carefully plan 
their activities this spring.  He said they must balance the understandable desire to maximise profitability 
while milk prices remain firm with the need to avoid incurring a super levy liability that could prove very 
damaging to their businesses. 

Concluding, the Minister said: "The avoidance of super levy is something that should now inform every 
dairy farmer's approach to the operation of his or her business, if that is not the case already.  Dairy 
farmers must equip themselves with all of the necessary information including potential mitigation 
strategies that will allow them to make informed decisions about the running of their farms and avoid the 
effects of a super levy fine". 

€5 million geological project in border counties launched  

An EU funded ecological project to map the natural resources of the border counties of Donegal, Sligo, 
Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan and Louth was launched yesterday. The project, named „Tellus Border‟, is the 
latest phase of a project „The Resource and Environmental Survey of Ireland‟ (RESI), which was originally 
conceived by the Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI), the Geological Survey of Northern Ireland (GSNI) 
and the British Geological Survey in the late 1990s. Valued at €5m, it is funded primarily by the 
INTERREG IVA development programme of the European Regional Development Fund, which is 
managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB), and partially by the Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government and Northern Ireland‟s Department of the Environment. 

The project seeks to provide top-level geological information to ensure sustainable use of Ireland‟s 
natural resources. It is intended to be a comprehensive and integrated geophysical and geochemical 
survey of the whole island of Ireland with the objective of providing state-of-the-art geo-science 



information to inform government development decisions. The Minister for Natural Resources, Conor 
Lenihan outlined that “over the next three years extensive survey work will be carried out in Ireland‟s 
border counties providing important background information on geology, stream water quality, and 
potential pollution sources, which will help to inform the work of a number of different partners including 
my own Department.” Dr. Patrick O‟Connor, acting Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland stated that 
“tangible benefits to the economy of the border counties” would be expected from the project. 

Sligo General Hospital extension’s cost-benefit analysis completed  

The cost-benefit analysis for the multi-million euro extension to Sligo General Hospital has been 
completed. Approval has also been given to the HSE by the Department of Health and Children to 
request the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), which is the state agency responsible for all 
aspects of delivering the procurement of public private partnerships (PPP), to appoint technical advisors 
to the project. This marks a crucial point for the advancement of the project and means that the wider 
planning application is now on track to be made through the PPP process in early 2012. 

The project at the North-West facility will consist of a major new structure and extension to the hospital 
providing accommodation for accident and emergency, fifty-seven surgical beds, a paediatrics 
department, an obstetrics department, and intensive care and high dependency units. Furthermore, the 
planning application, submitted in November 2010, sought approval for a ring-road, car-parking and 
utilities. Combined, these developments would allow for “additional capacity, superior patient treatment 
and comfort, as well as the optimum working environment for staff”, according to the Tánaiste and 
Minister for Health and Children Mary Coughlan. It is hoped the works will go to tender by spring. 

The HSE‟s National Cancer Screening Service also recently announced Sligo General Hospital as one of 
the 15 colonoscopy centres located around the country. These centres will support the national colorectal 
cancer screening programme due to be introduced in 2012. The announcement coincided with the launch 
by the European Commission of its first edition of the European Guidelines in Quality Assurance in 
Colorectal Cancer Screening and Diagnosis. 

 


