
 
News 
 
Cancer screening guidelines launched by European Co mmission   

The European Commission has launched the first edition of the European guidelines for quality 
assurance in colorectal cancer screening and diagnosis. Cancer is recognised as the second 
most common cause of death in Europe (29 percent of deaths for men, 23 percent for women) 
with 3.2 million Europeans being diagnosed with cancer every year, most of whom are suffering 
from breast, colorectal, cervical or lung cancers. Secondary prevention aims to reduce mortality 
by early detection of cancer through population screening. These guidelines follow a number of 
recommendations on cancer screening made by the European Council since 2003.  

In 2003, EU health ministers unanimously adopted a Council recommendation on cancer 
screening based on principles published by the World Health Organisation in 1968 and by the 
Council of Europe in 1994.  The recommendation strongly highlighted the importance of cancer 
screening and the benefits to be gained from the imposition of screening programmes in member 
states. “It allows detection of cancers at an early stage of invasiveness or possibly even before 
they become invasive.” Recommendations for member states included to;  

• offer evidence-based cancer screening through a systematic population-based approach 
with quality assurance at all appropriate levels. 

• implement screening programmes in accordance with European guidelines on best 
practice. 

The recommendation was further supported by the European Parliament through resolutions 
adopted in 2005, 2006 and 2008. A further report by the European Commission in 2008 gathered 
information from a number of member states on their screening programmes. In 2007, progress 
had been made since 2003, yet much was still to be done. In total, only 22 Member States were 
running or establishing population based breast cancer screening programmes; only 15 had 
cervical cancer services; and only 12 had colorectal cancer screening programmes In Ireland, a 
breast cancer screening programme was ongoing, a cervical screening programme was in its 
planning stages and there had been no screening programme for colorectal cancer.. Prior to the 
most recent launch of guidelines for quality assurance in colorectal cancer screening, the 
European Commission had also launched the European guidelines for quality assurance in breast 
cancer screening and diagnosis in 2006 and the European guidelines for quality assurance in 
cervical cancer screening in 2008. 

The HSE’s National Cancer Screening Service announced last week the selection of 15 
colonoscopy centres in hospitals around the country in line with the new guidelines. Selection of 
suitable hospitals was based on those best able to handle the additional workload and to ensure 
an even geographical spread of centres. These centres will support the national colorectal cancer 
screening programme due to be introduced in 2012. This form of cancer results in approximately 
900 deaths in Ireland annually thus it is high on the priority list for health officials. It is also the first 
cancer screening programme to include males.  

European Commission   

The European Commission announced that as part of its strategy to improve security in Europe, 
the EU is proposing common rules for transferring, using, storing and protecting data collected 
from passengers on international flights to and from an EU country. 



Most EU countries already collect and use passenger data for law enforcement in some way, but 
only a few do so systematically. A unified approach would close security gaps, better protect 
personal data, and ensure airlines and passengers know what rules apply. 

Airlines would be required to send the information to a special law enforcement unit in the EU 
country of departure or arrival. Such units could use the data only for tracking and prosecuting 
terrorists, and those involved in other serious crimes like drug smuggling and human trafficking. 
Law enforcement officials would also be able to use the data when coordinating their 
investigations with other countries. 

Protecting personal information  

The passenger name records held in airlines' electronic reservation systems contain information 
like travel dates, itineraries, contact details, credit card numbers, seat numbers and baggage 
information. 

The proposed rules spell out what data could be transferred and processed. Passengers would 
have the right to access, correct and delete their data. They would also have the right to 
compensation and to take legal action if the rules are violated. 

Law enforcement units would be able to keep the data for a limited period only - after one month 
the individual's name would be stripped to make it anonymous. After five years, the information 
itself would be deleted. An independent data protection authority would monitor compliance. 

Next steps  

 It will probably take around two years for new rules to be agreed on by the Council and 
Parliament, and put into effect. Once that has happened, rules covering flights within the EU will 
be considered. 

From the archive   

Under the 1992 Electoral Act, a donation is defined as “any contribution given for political 
purposes by any person, whether or not the person is a member of a political party.” The act also 
outlines a number of specific obligations on electoral candidates regarding donations and the 
Standards in Public Office Commission has updated the guidelines for the upcoming election. 

A previous PAI article, which can be found here, discussed a report issued by the Standards in 
Public Office Commission that analysed political donations made to political parties during the 
2007 election campaign that led the Commission to reach the conclusion that “it is not 
transparent, therefore, how the parties have financed their election campaigns”.  

Oireachtas Update  
 
Dáil   

The Dáil has been dissolved and a General Election will take place on February 25.  

Seanad   
The Seanad has adjourned sine die. 
 
Committees   
There are no committee meetings scheduled this week. 



Appointments  

Central Bank names new members of Consumer Advisory  Group  

Name: Michael Culotty 

Position: Executive and National Social Policy and Communications Officer and media 
spokesperson at Money Advice & Budgetary Service (MABS). 

Name:  Dermot Jewell 

Position:  CEO of the Consumers Association of Ireland, Chairperson of the Financial Services 
Ombudsman council and Chairperson of the Irish European Consumer Centre. 

Name: Elaine Kempson 

Position: Independent consultant in the UK, Professor Emeritus at the University of Bristol and 
non-executive director of the UK Financial Ombudsman Service.  

Name: Bill Knight 

Position: Independent consultant in Canada, Chair of the International Forum for Consumer 
Regulators.  

Name: Dr Anthony Walsh 

Position: Chief Executive of the Institute of Bankers in Ireland, member of the Qualified Financial 
Advisor Board and Director of the Irish Universities’ Quality Board.   

Departments of State   

Departments of State  

Minister for Health and Children announces selectio n of 15 candidate colonoscopy centres  

Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children Mary Coughlan yesterday welcomed the 
announcement by the HSE’S National Cancer Screening Service of the selection of 15 
colonoscopy centres around the country.  These will support the national colorectal cancer 
screening programme due to be introduced in 2012. This is a timely announcement given today is 
the WHO’s World Cancer Day. 

Selection of suitable hospitals was based on those best able to handle the additional workload 
and to ensure an even geographical spread of centres. This screening programme, the first 
cancer screening programme initiated in Ireland to include males, is high on the list of priorities 
for the Irish health system as it will facilitate both the detection of cancers earlier and the 
prediction of pre-cancerous growths. Close to 59,000 colonoscopies were carried out in Irish 
public hospitals in 2008. Furthermore, this form of cancer is the cause of over 900 deaths every 
year.  By its implementation in 2012, a reduction of 14.7 percent in instances of and 36 percent in 
mortality from colorectal cancer would be expected. Despite the financial challenges of the 
Government, the Minister noted that “we will continue to implement programmes of proven cost 
effectiveness."  



Alongside this, the launch of a quality improvement programme for publicly funded endoscopy 
services nationally was also announced yesterday. The programme will focus on areas that need 
improving following previous assessments so that patients can be assured of the highest quality 
services in symptomatic services and in the upcoming screening programme. Speaking about 
progress that has already been made in numerous endoscopy units the Minister added; "the 
progress made in assisting all units attain and adhere to quality standards is an excellent 
example of how a national system-wide approach, providing clear standards and guidance can 
improve the delivery of healthcare in the public health sector. I look forward to incremental 
progress across all endoscopy units towards attaining and maintaining accreditation standards". 

200 personnel to be recruited to the Permanent Defe nce Force in 2011  

The Minister for Defence, Éamon Ó Cuív has announced that 200 personnel will be recruited to 
the Permanent Defence Forces.  While the exact details are currently being finalised, the Minister 
confirmed that recruitment will be from existing panels and that this recruitment drive is being 
conducted so as to fill urgent operational requirements across the Permanent Defence Force for 
2011.  Not withstanding financial constraints within all areas of the public sector and the 
moratorium imposed by the Government in 2009, the Minister noted that this recruitment shall be 
“financed from the resources allocated to the Defence Vote in 2011 and are within numbers 
permitted by the Employment Control Framework for the Permanent Defence Force.” 

Minister for Justice and law reform, Brendan Smith announces enactment of Criminal 
Justice (Public Order) Bill 2011  

Minister for Justice and Law Reform, Mr. Brendan Smith yesterday announced that The Criminal 
Justice (Public Order) Bill 2011, which establishes a new general law for the control of begging, 
has been signed into law by the President. He commented that the new Act was brought through 
the Dáil by his predecessor Minister Dermot Ahern before his retirement.  

Previous legislation, dating from 1847, was found to be unconstitutional.  An Garda Síochána will 
now possess the right to request anyone begging near ATMs, night safes or shop entrances to 
leave the area. The Minister added; “under the new law, a person who begs in an aggressive, 
intimidating or threatening manner will be guilty of an offence.” Furthermore, “by avoiding the 
need for prosecutions and sentences, it represents a more effective way of dealing with the 
problem.” Two new offences are also created in the bill; one on the organising and directing of 
begging and one on living off the proceeds. These will carry with them severe penalties of up to 
five years imprisonment, or a fine of €200,000 or both. 

Minister Smith did not deny that those begging are often in difficult circumstances, but, he added; 
“I feel the public want to see that the public order aspects are addressed.” He admitted to be 
being very pleased with the legislation and the approach it takes in that it gives people “ample 
opportunity to avoid a prosecution for a criminal offence”. 

 


