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News Update

The joint committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade will have a meeting this Wednesday 3 
September at 2.30pm in Committee Room 4, Leinster House. H.E. Ahmad Abdelrazek, the 
Ambassador of Palestine to Ireland, will speak at 2.30pm, and H.E. Boaz Modai, Ambassador 
of Israel to Ireland, is anticipated to speak at 4pm. That will be the only Committee Meeting on 
this week. 

Sittings at the Dáil and Seanad will not resume until 2:30pm on Wednesday 17 September 
2014.
 

Oireachtas Update 

At the EU Summit held in Brussels on Saturday 30 August 2014, the European Council agreed on the appointment of Donald Tusk, 
current Prime Minister of Poland, as the next President of the European Council. Federica Mogherini, Italy’s Foreign Minister, has 
been appointed High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Tusk is to succeed current European Council President Herman Van Rompuy and he will take up his new post on December 1 
2014 for a two-and-a-half-year term. Ms. Mogherini, whose post also includes the vice-presidency of the European Commission, 
will take up her post when the new Commission led by Jean-Claude Juncker takes up office, which is scheduled to be on November 
1 for a five-year term. This new allocation of jobs means that the centre-right European People’s Party has the presidency of both 
the European Council and the Commission, while the centre-left Party of European Socialists has the post of Foreign Policy Chief. 
As well as being European Council President, Donald Tusk will be President of the Euro Summit; twice-yearly meetings of the 
leaders of the Eurozone countries. Even though Tusk does not come from a Eurozone country, this has not proved a barrier to his 
Euro Summit appointment. 
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New pay scales for entrant hospital consultants in effect from 
today

The new pay scales for newly-entrant public hospital consultants come into effect from today, September 1 2014. These pay scales 
were proposed by the Labour Relations Commission and accepted by the Health Service Executive. They aim to redress the 30% 
pay cut imposed on entrant consultants in 2012 which Government officials, the HSE and IMO all agree were discouraging senior 
doctors from taking up employment in Irish hospitals and looking abroad to other English-speaking countries for opportunities. 

The new pay scales will allow consultants appointed since October 2012 when the pay cuts were imposed and future consultants to 
earn salaries of up to €175,000 depending on experience, type of post and performance. The LRC has recommended that ‘following 
consultation with the postgraduate medical training bodies and other relevant parties’ the HSE’s Medical Education and Training 
Unit should set ‘a framework for the application of incremental credit which takes account of relevant and appropriate service post-
certification of satisfactory completion of specialist training’. The topic of the credits to which experienced doctors entering the public 
health system from within the Irish health service or abroad are entitled has been a subject of concern raised by the IMO who wishes 
to re-enter into talks with the HSE on this subject after these ended without agreement last week.
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September Training Courses and Seminars
Conducting Effective Interviews 

Tuesday 9th September, 9am to 1pm

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/991-conducting-
effective-interviews]

Interview Skills For Interviewees 

Thursday 11th September, 9am to 3pm

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/990-interview-
skills-for-interviewees]

Certificate in Leadership in the Public Sector 

ILM Accredited Certificate
3 day course commencing Thursday 11th September

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/996-ilm-certificate-
in-leadership] 

Certificate in Public Procurement 
ICM Accredited Certificate
8 day course commencing Wednesday 17th September

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/950-certificate-in-
public-procurement]

Team & People Management 
Wednesday 24th September, 9am to 4pm

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/951-team-people-
management]

Time Management & Personal Effectiveness  
Thursday 25th September, 9am to 1pm

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/952-time-management-
and-personal-effectiveness]

Dealing With Difficult Customers 

Tuesday 30th September, 9am to 1pm

For more information: [http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/998-dealing-with-difficult-
customers]
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