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Appointments

Secretary General appointed to 
Department of Taoiseach 

The Government has appointed Mr 
Martin Fraser as Secretary General to 
the Government and Secretary General 
of the Department of the Taoiseach. 
This role took effect from August 1 
2011.
Mr Fraser, who was previously 
Assistant Secretary to the department, 
will replace Dermot McCarthy who 
retired after ten years in the position. 
On his appointment, Mr Fraser also 
became the Chairperson of the National 
Economic and Social Council.
The announcement came on the same 
day as Mr Brian Purcell was appointed 
to the post of Secretary General of the 
Department of Justice and Equality. 
His predecessor, Mr Sean Aylward has 
also retired. Mr Purcell was previously 
the Director General of the Irish Prison 
Service.

NEWS

Public Affairs Ireland Journal

The next issue of the Journal features 
an interview with Marie Hunt, Director of 
Research at CB Richard Ellis, the world’s 
leading commercial property advisor. It 

also includes articles from Chief Executive 
of Transparency International Ireland, 

John Devitt who discusses the confusion 
surrounding whistblowing in the public 

sector; Dr Pauline Conroy, who analyses 
the new regulations for social workers; and 
Head of Social Media at Eircom and Meteor, 

Georgina Bowes who details how public 
sector bodies can comfortably increase their 

usage of social media.

Limerick Local Government 
Committee announced

Arising from the Government 
decision to implement the main 
recommendations of the Limerick 
Local Government Committee, which 
involves the creation of a new single 
local authority to replace the existing 
Limerick City and County Councils 
in 2014, with proposed interim 
joint management arrangements, 
the Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government has 
established an Implementation Group 
consisting of the following members: -

• Chair - Mr Denis Brosnan (Chair of the 
Limerick Local Government Committee 
and the Mid West Task Force); 
• Mr Vincent Cunnane (Chair of 
the Joint Economic Development 
Committee of the Limerick City and 
County Development Boards);
• Mr Ned Gleeson (County Manager, 
Limerick County Council);
• Mr Tom Mackey (City Manager, 
Limerick City Council); and
• Mr Ned O’Connor (former County 
Manager, South Tipperary County 
Council).

Pubic 
Affairs 
Ireland 

is delighted to 
announce it 
is organising 
a conference, 
entitled ‘A New 
Era for Public 
Procurement’ 
on September 
22 in the 
Gresham 
hotel, Dublin. 

Green public 
procurement, 
Circular 
10/10 on 
SMEs, shared services, outsourcing, framework 
agreements, standstill letters, award criteria, 
possible changes in the EC Directives, pressures 
to achieve procurement savings, are some of the 
practical issues facing procurement officials today. 

Public procurement is seen as a way to help 

job creation, foster innovation, save substantial 
amounts of public expenditure and protect the 
environment. There are many policy initiatives and 
some of which may actually be conflicting.

All of these issues will be addressed and 
discussed by an expert panel of speakers who 
include: Minister Phil Hogan TD; Minister of State 
Brian Hayes TD; Vincent Campbell, Director of 

National 
Procurement 
Service; 
Philip Lee, 
Managing 
Partner, Philip 
Lee Solicitors; 
Niall Bohan, 
Head of Unit, 
DG Internal 
Market C4 
European 
Commission; 
Donal 
McNally, 
Second 
Secretary 
General, 

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform; 
Martin Tully, Managing Director, the Clearview 
Group; and David Hearn, Partner, Deloitte. 

Anyone who is involved in public procurement in 
Ireland should attend this conference. For further 
information on the conference or to book a place, 
please click here. 

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, and 
Minister of State with Responsibility for the Office of Public Works to 

address Public Affairs Ireland conference on Public Procurement

The Minister for 
Environment, 
Community 
and Local 
Government, 
Phil Hogan, TD 
will be among 
the speakers at 
the conference.



Departments of State

Tourism figures surge by 13 percent
Recent figures from the Central Statistics Office (CSO) show a 

13 percent increase in the number of tourists visiting Ireland 
for the first half of 2011. Conversely, the number of Irish people 
travelling abroad decreased during the same period by over two 
percent. 

A culmination of severe weather and the volcanic ash during 2010 
is being cited as a contributing factor to the decrease in tourists to 
Ireland for that time. Nevertheless, the Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, Leo Varadkar TD said that the Government continues to 
“prioritise tourism as a key industry in Ireland’s economic recovery”.

He credits the recent initiatives as catalysts for growth such as 
the reduction in VAT, reduced employee PRSI and the visa waiver 
scheme. 

The number of people visiting from North America and Europe grew 
by 15 and 17.4 percent respectively. By comparison, visits to Britain 
only increased by 6 percent during the same period.

The Department of Arts, Heritage and Culture last week reported a 
growth in visitor numbers to cultural institutions for the first six months 
of the year. Attractions such as the National Museum, the National 
Library and the Irish Museum of Modern Art welcomed over 1.7 million 
people.

These attractions receive funding from the Department and Minister 
for Arts, Heritage and Culture Jimmy Deenihan, TD stated that the 
institutions play a central role in defining the international perception 
of Ireland and help in restoring and promoting the country’s profile 
abroad. 

A robust and competitive 
research environment are key 
factors in helping economic 
recovery according  to the 
Minister for Research and 
Innovation, Séan Sherlock, 
TD. 

The Government are also 
set to invest €15m over the 
next year in research projects 
as part of Science Foundation 
Ireland’s 2011 Research 
Frontiers Programme. 

The SFI programme 
supports research in fields 
of science, engineering 
and mathematics.  A total 
of 79 research projects will 
benefit from the funding with 
Trinity College receiving 18 
awards. Other colleges and 
universities receiving funding 
for various projects include 
UCD (13), NGI Galway (10), 
UCC (9), DCU (3) and DIT (2) 
amongst others. 

Minister Sherlock has 
described the goal to 
receiving international 
recognition as a “long-term 
and constant challenge”.

Robust and 
competitive 
research 
environment 
needed for 
growth

Funding to be allocated to youth projects in four towns 
It has been announced that €0.8m in funding is 
to be allocated under the Expansion of the Young 
People’s Facilities and Services Fund (YPFSF), to 
the four new towns of Arklow, Athone, Dundalk and 
Wexford.

Projects in Athlone are set to receive €86,504, 
Dundalk is to receive €74,784 to fund projects such 
as the Coxes Demesne Youth & Community Project, 
Arklow will receive €225,000 towards the Inbhear 
Mór Youth & Sports Facility and Wexford town shall 

receive €100,127 to fund a Hospital Area Facility 
and the Southend Family Resource Centre. Dublin’s 
North Inner City Development Group and the 
Cabra/Finglas area will also receive €119,585 and 
€180,000 respectively.

According to the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs, the fund sets out to attract “at risk” young 
people and to support the development of targeted 
preventative strategies in an attempt to divert them 
away from the dangers of substance abuse. 

Report shows significant rise in prisoner numbers
The Irish Prison Services 2010 Annual Report, 
published this week, shows a significant rise in the 
number of prisoners committed to custody which 
has, in turn, led to an increase in those on temporary 
release. This, together with the lack of sufficient 
prison spaces, puts the system’s capacity under 
severe pressure.

The Annual Report highlights a general increase 
of 11.4 percent of committals to prison in 2010. 
Likewise, the number of people sent to prison rose by 
11.5 percent.

However, the report also draws attention to a 
decrease of €20.7m in the average cost of providing 

prison spaces; mainly due to a reduction in the total 
expenditure and a higher bed supply. 

Recommendations were made by a review group 
and include the establishment of a home detention 
system, earlier release conditioned to a supervised 
community service and the imposition of a broader 
range of non-custodial sanctions. In July, the 
recommendations were accepted and the Criminal 
Justice Act 2011 was enacted. This enactment 
provides for an obligation upon judges to consider 
the imposition of community service rather than 
imprisonment in order to alleviate the pressures on 
the prison system. 

Oireachtas Update: Week beginning August 29
Committees

Thursday 1 September

10am
Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, Committee 
Room 2, Leinster House

Agenda: 
Overview of the issues facing the economy and the banks 
[Minister for Finance]; 

Friday 2 September

10am
Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, 
Committee Room 2, Leinster House

Agenda: 
Overview of the issues facing the economy and the 
banks (resumed) [Mr. Patrick Honohan, Governor 
and Mr. Matthew Elderfield, Deputy Governor, Central 
Bank of Ireland]


