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New Secretary General of the 
Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs 

Mr Jim Breslin has been appointed 
as Secretary General to the new 
Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs. Mr Breslin is currently Assist-
ant Secretary at the Department of 
Health with responsibility for Finance, 
Performance Evaluation, Resource 
Allocation, Research, Information and 
International Affairs. He has previously 
worked for the HSE, ERHA and De-
partment of Finance. Mr Breslin holds 
a masters degree in public administra-
tion from Trinity College Dublin and 
the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University.

New Deputy Lord Mayor for Dublin

Labour Councillor Maria Parodi has 
been elected as Dublin’s’ Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Dublin. She will take 
on the role alongside the new Lord 
Mayor Andrew Montague. Cllr Parodi 
represents Dublin South East Inner 
City.

Public Affairs 
Ireland last 

week hosted 
a Conference 
entitled ‘Cloud 
Computing 
– Unleashing 
the potential’. 
The Minister for 
Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation, 
Richard Bruton 
TD and Data 
Protection 
Commissioner 
Billy Hawkes, 
delivered 
the keynote 
addresses.

The Minister 
announced the 
establishment 
of a cross-
government Implementation Group on 
cloud computing. This group will serve to 
support commitments in the Programme 
for Government including to “make Ireland 
a leader in the emerging IT market of cloud 
computing by promoting 
greater use of cloud 
computing in the public 
sector”. 

Stressing the mutual 
interest that exists 
between the public and 
private sector, the Minister 
asserted that the Public 
Sector needs “to seize 
the efficiencies that can 
be offered by cloud based 
technologies and their application to the 
work that we do on a daily basis”. “We also 
need to nurture innovative companies”, 
he continued while also recognising that 
the skill set needed for the future will 
need to be adapted accordingly. He also 

emphasised the 
need for a regulatory 
environment in 
which people can 
have confidence in 
which to develop 
their business. 
The group, set 
to meet later this 
month, will consist 
of representatives 
of relevant 
Departments, the 
Data Protection 
Commissioner and 
agencies including 
the IDA and 
Enterprise Ireland.    

Data Protection
Data Protection 

Commissioner Billy 
Hawkes highlighted 

that while there are challenges in relation 
to cloud computing, both the physical 
and legal environment in Ireland favours 
its development. He stated that although 
cloud computing presents many challenges 

“data protection need not 
be one of them”. While 
the massive concentration 
of data in the cloud is an 
invitation to attackers, such 
a concentration of data 
can provide the economies 
of scale that can justify 
expenditure on more robust 
security.

For an organisation which 
relies heavily on personal 

data, such as the public sector, questions 
have been raised whether the potential 
cost savings in migrating data to the cloud 
are balanced against the loss of control of 
a vital corporate resource. He maintained 
that “data protection law is clear – you can 

Minster Richard Bruton advocates use of cloud 
computing in public sector

Three appointments to EU 
Committee of the Regions

The Minister for the Environment, 
Community and Local Government, 
Phil Hogan announced the nomina-
tion of two full members and one 
new alternate member of the Irish 
delegation to the EU’s Committee of 
the Regions. 
The full member nominees are 
Councillor John Sheahan (Fine Gael) 
and Councillor Des Hurley (Labour), 
while Councillor Catherine Yore (Fine 
Gael) is nominated as an alternate 
member.
The full Irish delegation to the Com-
mittee is comprised of nine full mem-
bers and nine alternate members.   
All the Irish nominees are serving 
members of local authorities. 

“The cloud has 
the capacity to be a 

transformative force” 
- Minster Richard 

Bruton

Continued on next page >>

Minister  Richard Bruton, TD addresses the conference on 
cloud computing



Data Protection Commissioner Billy Hawkes (above right) addresses the various delegates who attended the conference and Minister Bruton takes questions (below). 

NEWS continued

outsource responsibility but you can’t 
outsource accountability”. 

Challenges and capabilities

The speakers highlighted the usage 
of the cloud computing in the UK 
and US context, and the potential 
for public sector use of the cloud in 
Ireland which included a particularly 
interesting example delivered by the 
Director of ICT in Beaumont hospital. 

While most speakers offered various 
definitions of cloud computing and 
noted the difficulty in applying a 
concrete definition given its relative 
immaturity, a general sentiment was 
shared among the speakers that while 
there are risks and issues associated 

with cloud computing, it is an industry 
that has the potential to be particularly 
rewarding for both the public and 
private sectors. 

The general consensus was that 
the current environement presents 
a unique opportunity, at a time of 
reform and transformation in the 
public sector, to introduce cloud 
computing within the public service. 
By outsourcing to the cloud, costs can 
be reduced. 

A full report of the Conference 
including a detailed outline of each 
speech will be available in the next 
issue of the PAI Journal. 

Minister commends progress under Croke Park Agreement but warns reform 
must be constant

In a speech delivered last week, Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
Brendan Howlin TD, thanked public 
servants for the “solid and measurable 
progress in the first year of its (Croke Park 
Agreement) operation” according to the 
results of the report by the Implementation 
body yet urged for continued vigilance in 
its application. 

While significant budgetary cuts have 
been made, the Government must go 
further and is committed to reducing the 
Government deficit to under 3 percent of 
GDP by 2015 and making a budgetary 
adjustment €3.6bn for 2012 as part of the 
EU/IMF programme. 

In this context, the Minister announced 
that additional savings must be made over 
the coming years in the public service pay 
bill. To achieve these targets, the Minster 
stressed the need for support from all 
public servants. “Reform must take place 
in weeks and months, not years” he 
added. 

Should the target of a smaller, more 

efficient public service not be met, 
“then even greater reductions in 
public expenditure and services will 
be necessary” he warned. While he 
dismissed talk of a Croke Park 2, he 
urged staff to live up to the commitments 
they have already made under the 
Agreement.

To achieve a more modern, dynamic 
public service that provides value-
for money to the taxpayer it must be 

“reorganised and public bodies and 
individual public servants will have to 
work in new and more innovative ways”. 
This will in turn serve to “reduce the fiscal 
burden the economy faces to pay for 
them”.

The Minster also mentioned that the 
first reports from the comprehensive 
spending review, an integral element to 
public service reform, will be issued in the 
coming days. 

The Implementation body is expected 
to meet with and challenge management 
in the public service in the coming 
weeks and they will be called upon to 
say how they intend to deliver on the 
priority issues in their Action Plans over 
the remainder of 2011. They will also be 
advised that “no sector can lag behind”.  
While the Minister denied he believed 
management were “stymie-ing reform” 
deliberately, if management “do not drive 
structural change (…) the opportunity for 
substantial and far-reaching change will 
be squandered”. 



Tuesday July 5 Wednesday July 6

Oireachtas Update: Week beginning July 4

2.30pm  
Questions (Taoiseach)
  
3.15pm  
Questions (Minister for 
Finance)

4.15pm  
Leaders Questions

4.36pm  
Order of Business

Electoral Amendment 
Bill 2011 Order 
for Second Stage 
and Second Stage 
(Department of 
Environment 
Community and Local 
Government) 
 
7.00pm  
Private Members 
Business
Afternoon Business 
continued

10.30am  
Leaders Questions 
  
10.51am  
Order of Business 

11.21am  
Questions (Taoiseach)
Motion of Referral 
of Estimates to 
Committees (Without 
Debate)

Electoral Amendment 
Bill 2011 Second Stage 
(Resumed to conclude 
at 1.30pm) (Department 
of Environment 
Community and Local 
Government)

1.30pm  
SOS

2.30pm             
Questions (Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and 
Sport)

3.45pm    
Foreshore 
(Amendment) Bill 2011 
(Seanad) All Stages to 
conclude at 7pm if 
not previously 
concluded) (Department 
of  Agriculture Fisheries 
and Food)

7.00pm 
Private Members 
Business
Finance No3 Bill 2011 
Order for Report, 
Report and Final 
Stages (Department of 
Finance)

2.30pm
Order of Business

3.45pm - 5.45pm   
Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill 2011 
– Committee Stage
(Department of Justice 
and Equality)

5.45pm - 7.45pm
Statements on Food 
Safety
(Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food)

7.45pm
Matters on the 
Adjournment (see 
above for link)

10.30am  
Order of Business

Motion re Transfer of 
Functions of Dundalk 
Port Company Order 
2011 (Back from 
Committee) (Without 
Debate) (Department of 
Transport Tourism and 
Sport)

Medical Practitioners 
(Amendment) Bill 
2011 All Stages (to 
conclude at 3.30pm 
if not previously 
concluded)(Department 
of Health) 

3.30pm  
Questions (Minister for 
Education and Skills)

10.30am
Order of Business

11.45am - 2.30pm   
Foreshore 
(Amendment) Bill 2011 
– All stages
(Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food)

2.30pm        
SOS

3.00pm - 5.00pm   
Defence (Amendment) 
Bill 2011 – Second 
Stage
(Department of 
Defence)

5.00pm - 7.00pm   
Private Members’ 
Business -  
Registration of Wills 
Bill 2011 (Fianna Fáil 
Senators)

7.00pm
Matters on the 
Adjournment

10.30am
Order of Business

11.45am - 1.45pm   
Public Health 
(Tobacco Amendment) 
Bill 2011 – Second 
Stage
(Department of 
Health)

1.45pm         
SOS

2.45pm- 4.45pm       
Defence (Amendment) 
Bill 2011 - Committee 
and Remaining Stages 
(Department of 
Defence)

4.45pm - 6.15pm   
Civil Law 
(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill 2011 
– Report and Final 
Stages
(Department of Justice 
and Equality)

6.15pm
Matters on the 
Adjournment 

Dáil  Committees 

Seanad

Thursday July 7

Tuesday July 5 Wednesday July 6 Thursday July 7 

Tuesday July 5 Wednesday July 6 Thursday July 7 
2pm 

Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources (Sub-Committee) 
(T)(S), Committee Room 1, Leinster 
House 

Agenda:1. Communications 
Regulation (Postal Services) Bill 
2010 [Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources] 2. 
Communications Regulation (Postal 
Services) Bill 2010 (resumed) [Minis-
ter for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources]

2.30pm

Education and Skills (Sub-Commit-
tee) Committee Room 3, Leinster 
House

Agenda

2011 Revised Estimates for Public 
Services - Vote 26 (Education and 
Skills) [Minister for Education and 
Skills] 

2.30pm

Environment, Transport, Culture 
and the Gaeltacht, Committee Room 
2, Leinster House 

Agenda:

Consideration of Harbours Acts 
1996 to 2009 (Transfer of Functions 
to Dundalk Port Company) Order 
2011; and 

Consideration of the General 
Scheme of the Road Traffic (No. 2) 
Bill 2011 - Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport

2.30pm

Foreign Affairs and Trade (T) (S) 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House

Agenda 

1. 2011 Revised Estimates for 
Public Services – Vote 28 (Foreign 
Affairs) [An Tánaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade] and

Vote 29 (International Co-Opera-
tion) [Minister of State for Trade and 
Development]

3.30 pm 

Foreign Affairs and Trade (T) (S) 
Committee Room 4, Leinster House 

Agenda: 

2. Ireland’s Foreign Policy Priorities 
2011 [An Tánaiste and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade]

9.30am 

Jobs, Social Protection and 
Education, Committee Room 3, 
Leinster House

Agenda:

Private Meeting 

10am

Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources (Sub-Commit-
tee) (T) (S), Committee Room 1, 
Leinster House Agenda:

2. Communications Regula-
tion (Postal Services) Bill 2010 
(resumed) [Minister for Com-
munications, Energy and Natural 
Resources]

11am 

Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
(Sub-Committee) Committee 
Room 2, Leinster House 

Agenda:

2011 Revised Estimates for 
Public Services - Vote 35 (Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht) 
[Minister for the Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht]

12pm

Justice, Defence and Equality (T) 
(S) Committee Room 4, Leinster 
House

Agenda: 

Criminal Justice Bill 2011 
[Minister for Justice, Equality and 
Defence]

2pm

Finance, Public Expenditure 
and Reform Committee Room 2, 
Leinster House 

Agenda:

Private Meeting 

3pm 

Finance, Public Expenditure 
and Reform Committee Room 2, 
Leinster House 

Agenda:

Private Meeting 

3pm

Investigations, Oversight and 
Petitions

Agenda: (i) Election of Chairman; 
and    

(ii) Election of Vice-Chairman

3.30pm

Health and Children Committee 
Room 4, Leinster House  

Agenda: 

Policy priorities in relation to chil-
dren and youth affairs [Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs]

Agenda: 

Private Meeting

10am

Public Accounts, Committee 
Room 1 Leinster House

Agenda:

Business of the Committee; 
and

Special Report No. 70 of the 
Comptroller and Auditor Gener-
al: Emergency Departmnets (Mr 
Cathal Magee Chief Executive 
of the HSE; and official from the 
Department of Health)

11am 

Environment, Community and 
Local Government (Sub-Com-
mittee) (T)(S) Committee Room 
3, Leinster House  

Agenda: 

2011 Revised Estimates for 
Public Services - Vote 25 (Envi-
ronment, Community and Local 
Government) [Minister for the 
Environment, Community and 
Local Government]

12pm

Procedure and Privileges 
Committee Room 2 Leinster 
House

Agenda:

Private Meeting 

12pm

European Union Affairs Com-
mittee Room 4, Leinster House 

Agenda: 

Priorities in European Affairs 
[Minister of State with special 
responsibility for European 
Affairs]; and 

The role of the stakeholder 
institutions with regard to 
European Affairs [Mr. Francis 
Jacobs, Head of the European 
Parliament Information Office 
in Ireland; Ms. Barbara Nolan, 
Head of the European Commis-
sion Representation in Ireland]

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENTS OF STATE

The Government has announced that it is to implement a 
number of recommendations of the Limerick Local Government 
Committee, published in 2010 including the creation of a new 
single local authority to replace the current Limerick City and 
County Councils. 
It expected that savings of over €15m will be made over time and the 
new arrangements should serve to “address the social, economic 
and administrative issues” the city currently experiences, announced 
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil 
Hogan, TD.
The new authority will come into being following the 2014 local 
elections. Further details will be made available as soon as possible 
in relation to planning, preparatory work and implementation 
arrangements.

Number of VECs to be reduced to 
sixteen
The Government had approved a revised reconfiguration of 
the Vocational Education Committees system which will see 
the number of VECs reduced to 16 through mergers. 

Minster for Education and Skills announced a new “more 
appropriate” set of mergers, different to what had been previously 
announced such as the merger of Cork City and County VECs.

Legislation to bring about the changes is being prepared and that 
it would involve the consolidation of the provisions of the existing 
nine Vocational Acts into one new bill.

The sixteen revised VEC areas include: City of Dublin; City 
of Cork  and Co. Cork; Co. Dublin and Dun Laoghaire; City 
of Limerick, Co. Limerick and Co. Clare; Co. Donegal; Co. 
Kerry; Co. Tipperary North and South; City of Waterford, Co. 
Waterford and Co. Wexford; City of Galway, Co. Galway  and Co. 
Roscommon; Co. Mayo, Co. Sligo and Co. Leitrim; Co. Cavan 
and Co. Monaghan; Co. Louth and Co. Meath; Co. Longford and 
Co. Westmeath; Co. Laois and Co. Offaly; Co. Kildare and Co. 
Wicklow; Co. Kilkenny and Co. Carlow. 

Limerick City and County Councils to 
merge

€1.6m allocated to provide basic 
internet training
The Government 
has announced the 
allocation of €1.6m 
to provide internet 
training to the 
elderly, unemployed 
and people with 
disabilities. 

The scheme, entitled 
“Benefit 3” focuses on 
digital inclusion for over 
30,000 people and will 
be provided nationwide. 

The funding will go to community and voluntary sector organisations 
to support projects providing basic internet use training. It is estimated 
that one third of the adult population are not internet users and the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources wants 
to ensure that these people are not “left behind in the knowledge 
economy”.

Minister Rabitte was speaking at the launch of Age Action Ireland’s 
new computer training facility, which will be one of many centres 
around the country.  Mental health review group publish 

progress report

The Independent 
Monitoring Group 
(IMG) for A Vision 
for Change, the 
Government’s 
mental health 
strategy, has 
published its 
fifth annual report. Announced by the Minister for Disability, 
Equality, Mental Health and Older People, the Report outlines 
various successes and downfalls in the mental health sector 
during 2010. 

The Report acknowledges the opening of the new adult and child 
and adolescent mental health care in Dublin, Cork and Galway as 
well as the closure of various other “outdated” facilities. The jigsaw 
project, an innovative approach to addressing youth mental health, 
was also applauded in the Report. 

The IMG acknowledged progress with regards to the special 
derogation given to mental health announced in December 2010 
for Budget 2011 of a 1.8 percent reduction for mental health care 
services.

However, it also noted that the moratorium on recruitment 
continues to be “a major factor in the slowness of implementation 
of AVFC.” Adding to this,  The IMG is “particularly disappointed” 
with the lack of progress in developing specialist mental health 
care services, such as services for those with eating disorders, the 
elderly and substance abusers. 

As part of the report, several key recommendations were 
made including the establishment of a Mental Health component 
be established within the new Special Delivery Unit. It is also 
recommended that a National Mental Health Service Directorate is 
created. The full report and recommendations can be found here.

In this month’s PAI Journal, the Director of Amnesty International 
Ireland, Colm O’Gorman analyses the Government’s pledges on 
reform within the mental health sector. Click here to read the article.

- Upcoming conferences, courses and seminars - 

Courses

ILM Certificate in 
Leadership in the Public 
Sector
Tuesday September 13

Certificate in Freedom of 
Information
Wednesday September 21

Energy Management
Tuesday October 4

Certificate in Essential 
Human Resource 
Management
Wednesday October 5

Certificate in Corporate 
Governance

Tuesday October 11
Seminars

Legal Professional Privilege
Tuesday July 5

Delivering public services 
while working with reduced 
budgets
Thursday July 7

Minute Taking
Wednesday Septmember 
14

Social Media for Crisis 
Communication
Wenesday September 14

Effective Debt Recovery
Thursday September 22

Judicial Review, 
Administrative Decisions, 
Statutory Appeals
Thursday September 22

Practical Writing Skills
Thursday September 29

Whistleblowers and the 
Public Sector
Wednesday September 28

Managing Performance 
Throughout The Year in a 
Time of Change
Wednesday September 28

Microsoft Excel Stage 1
Wednesday September 28

Click on the date for more information on the topic

http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/publications
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/570-ilm-certificate-in-leadership-in-the-public-sector
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/582-certificate-in-freedom-of-information
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/584-energy-management-certificate
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/546-certificate-in-essential-hrm
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