
@ p u b l i c a f f a i r s i r                              # l o b b y c o n 1 5

Public Affairs Ireland

The Regulation 
of Lobbying Act 

2015 

What are the implications for 
political lobbying in Ireland ?

Thursday , 25th June 2015 

The Westin Hotel 

Dublin 2

Sponsored by:



Public Affairs Ireland
The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015

Thursday, 25 June 2015

The Westin Hotel, Dublin 2

On Thursday, 25 June 2015, Public Affairs Ireland will host a Conference on the Regulation of Lobbying Act 
2015, in The Westin Hotel, Dublin 2.  

The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, which will come into effect on 1 September 2015, will introduce 
new legal obligations for individuals and organisations seeking to lobby Government at both a 

central and local level. It will introduce new levels of transparency into the political system and public 
administration by providing public information on who is lobbying who, about what and when.

The conference will focus on:
• The role of the new lobbying legislation in ensuring transparency and high standards in public office
• The function and role of the new Lobbying Regulator in Ireland 
• The Irish lobbying regime in an international context
• The practical obligations for organisations and individuals seeking to influence Government policy, 

legislation and outcomes
• The implications of the new legislation for public bodies 
• A legal perspective on the new Act
• A media perspective on the new legislation.

This promises to be a practical, timely and interactive conference on a new piece of legislation which 
forms a key part of the Government’s political reform programme.

For further information or to register for this conference please click here or call us at 01 8198500
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http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/events/1116-the-regulation-of-lobbying-act-2015


AGENDA
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08.30  Registration and refreshments 

09.00  Chairperson’s introduction
  Garrett Fennell, Director Public Affairs Ireland and public affairs consultant

09.15  SIPO and the regulation of lobbying – a new element to ensuring transparency and high standards in public life
  Mr. Justice Daniel O Keeffe, Chairman, Standards in Public Office Commission

09.30  The Irish lobbying regime in an international context
  Professor Gary Murphy, DCU

09.50  How will the Lobbying Regulator work – lessons from Canada and some indications for Ireland
  Sherry Perreault, Head of Lobbying Regulation in Ireland

10.20  Facilitated discussion

10.40  Coffee Break

11.00  Key note address
  The new lobbying legislation and the Government’s programme of political reforms
  Brendan Howlin TD, Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform

11.20  The new legislation – a legal perspective on how the new Act will operate
  Bríd Munnelly, Matheson

11.50  Panel discussion on the new regulatory regime for lobbying in Ireland 
feat.   John Carroll, CEO  of the PRII
   John Devitt, Transparency International
   Iarla Mongey, Drury | Porter Novelli
   Ivan Cooper, The Wheel
   Aidan Moore, SIPO   

12.30  A view from the Gallery
  John Downing, Irish Independent

12.45  Concluding remarks and conference close
  Conference Chair, Garrett Fennell

13.00  Lunch



Garrett Fennell 
Garrett Fennell is a solicitor and a specialist 
consultant in regulatory and public affairs. Garrett 
has advised a large number of public bodies on 
compliance issues and practices. Garrett is a 
founding Director of Public Affairs Ireland and 
established a specialist regulatory and public 
policy consultancy in 1997. He formerly worked as 
a public affairs consultant with the ESB.
@publicaffairsir

Brendan Howlin TD
Labour Party’s Brendan Howlin TD, now-
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform’s 
political career has spanned over thirty years. 
He has represented the people of Wexford as a 
TD) since 1987. During his career he has served 
as Leas-Cheann Comhairle, and Minister for the 
Environment and Minister for Health. In 2011, 
he was appointed Ireland’s first Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, with the eponymous Department being established formally 
by statute in July of the same year. He published the Registration of 
Lobbying Bill in June 2014, which led to the Regulation of Lobbying 
Act 2015 being signed into law by President Michael D. Higgins in 
March 2015.
@labour

Daniel O’Keeffe
Mr Justice O’Keefe is a retired High Court Judge; 
he was called to the Bar in 1964, having graduated 
from UCD and Kings’ Inn. He was appointed a 
Senior Counsel in 1985 and he practiced at the Bar 
until his appointment to the High Court in 2008. He 
was Chairman of the Second Report of the Public 
Service Benchmarking Body that reported to the Minister for Finance in 
2007. He was also the Chairman of the Irish Takeover Panel from 1997 to 
2008. Justice O’Keefe was appointed Chairperson of the Standards in Public 
Office Commission on 11 February 2014. He is also qualified as a Charted 
Accountant.

Gary Murphy 
Professor Gary Murphy undertook his doctorate in 
DCU in 1996. He has worked in DCU since 1995, and 
is now Associate Professor of Government in, and 
Head of, the School of Law and Government. He is a 
former editor of Irish Political Studies, and President 
of the Political Studies Association of Ireland. He has 
published extensively on the politics of modern Ireland 
and on the regulation of lobbying. His research has been funded by the Irish 
Research Council, the Irish Department of the Environment, and the Fulbright 
Commission. In 2012, he was appointed to the Local Electoral Area Boundary. 
He currently acts as an adviser to the Government Reform Unit of the Irish 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding the Lobbyist Register.
@GaryMurphyDCU

SPEAKERS
Sherry Perreault
Sherry Perreault, a senior director from Canada’s 
Office of the Conflict of Interest and Ethics 
Commissioner has been appointed as the first head 
of Lobbying Regulation in Ireland. Ms Perreault has 
been with the Canadian Office of the Conflict of 
Interest and Ethics Commissioner since 2009, and has 
held her current post as director of policy, research 
and communications since 2011. She has significant 
public sector experience at the federal level in Canada, specialising in policy 
development and analysis, communications and parliamentary relations.
Ms. Perreault holds an MA in Political Science from the University of Toronto 
and a BA in Political Science from the University of Manitoba.
@Lobbying_IE

Bríd Munnelly
Bríd Munnelly is head of Matheson’s Commercial 
Litigation and Dispute Resolution Department. 
She has over 20 years’ experience in all aspects of 
dispute resolution and investigations. Her clients 
include regulators, state bodies and a number 
of the world’s leading financial institutions. She 
advises on administrative law, white collar crime, 
corporate offences and public law including freedom 
of information. Bríd has advised on a number of high-profile matters which 
involved significant reputational issues. She has experience of working with 
public affairs professionals including lobbyists and PR advisors. She is a co-
author of the Irish chapter of the Getting the Deal Through: Anti-Corruption 
Regulation Guide 2015; a CEDR accredited mediator; lectures at the Law 
Society of Ireland; and is a former treasurer of the Commercial Litigation 
Association of Ireland (2010 to 2015).
@MathesonLaw

John Downing
John Downing has written about Irish politics and EU issues for twenty-five 
years for the Irish Independent, Irish Daily Star and 
Irish Examiner. He also reported from Brussels for 
the years 1989 to 1999.  He was deputy government 
press secretary, assigned to the Green Party from 
2007 to 2011.  He is the author of Most Skilful, Most 
Devious, Most Cunning – A Political Biography of Bertie 
Ahern (Blackwater Press; 2004) and Enda Kenny – The 
Unlikely Taoiseach (Paperweight; 2012).
@JohnDowning2
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John Carroll
John Carroll is CEO of the Public Relations Institute 
of Ireland (PRII). The PRII is the professional 
body for those working in public relations and 
communications with just under 1,000 members. 
Those members come from consultancies, industry, 
government, semi-state, voluntary and business 
organisations. Members of the PRII subscribe to the 
PRII Code of Practice for Public Affairs and Lobbying.  
The PRII have welcomed the Regulation of Lobbying Act and been to the fore 
in ensuring that the Act creates a level playing field for all those engaged in 
lobbying activities. John represents the PRII on SIPO’s Advisory Group on the 
Implementation of the Regulation of Lobbying Act. The PRII has established 
a training programme to ensure that its members are equipped with the 
necessary skills and knowledge to best work with the new Register, when it 
comes into effect on September 1st. John was previously a Policy Adviser to 
Minister Leo Varadkar at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 
@johnjcarroll

John Devitt
John is an ethics and communications specialist 
by training. He holds an MA in Ethics from DCU, is 
a graduate of European Studies at the University 
of Limerick, and of Public Relations at the Public 
Relations Institute of Ireland. Before joining the 
TI movement he served as Trade Representative 
at the Irish Consulate in New Zealand and as a 
Press Officer at the British Embassy in Dublin. 
John is a former Board Member of Transparency 
International (2007–2010), where he remains as an advisor, and he is a 
member of the International Integrity Award Committee. He is a regular 
expert contributor and analyst for the Irish media on ethics in public 
office, corruption, and whistleblowing and an active member of the 
International Whistleblower NGO Network.
@Transparency_IE

PANELISTS
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Iarla Mongey
Mr Mongey has worked in public affairs, 
government communications and journalism 
for over twenty years. He joined Drury | 
Porter Novelli as its Head of Public Affairs in 
2005, having previously served as the Deputy 
Government Press Secretary, and official 
press secretary for then-Tánaiste Mary 
Harney from 2000. Iarla began his career in 
local radio broadcasting and worked in RTE in the mid 1990’s. Later, 
he served as a political correspondent with syndicated news service 
INN, based at Leinster House for almost three years.
@iarlamongey

Ivan Cooper
Ivan Cooper is Director of Advocacy with The Wheel 
since 2005. He is charged with progressing The 
Wheels policy positions on cross-cutting issues 
affecting the community and voluntary sector. 
Formerly Administration and Funding Manager 
with the Crisis Pregnancy Agency, Ivan has worked 
in a number of positions in the public, private, and 
community and voluntary sectors in Ireland and Scotland,. Ivan holds an 
MBA from Smurfit Business School, a Diploma in Development Studies and a 
Degree in Psychology and Philosophy.
@cooper_ivan

Aidan Moore
Aidan is an Assistant Principal Officer with the 
Standards Commission.  Aidan liaised with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
on the Registration of Lobbying Act.  Aidan is 
also the Project Team Leader for the design 
and development of the online system for 
registration of lobbying (lobbying.ie).  Aidan 
was previously in charge of the Standards Commission’s supervision 
of disclosure of donations and election expenditure under the 
Electoral Acts. 
@SIPOCIreland

REGISTRATION

Alternatively, you can book by completing the below form and returning it by fax or by post

https://twitter.com/johnjcarroll
https://twitter.com/transparency_ie
https://twitter.com/iarlamongey
https://twitter.com/cooper_ivan
https://twitter.com/sipocireland
mailto:conferences@publicaffairsireland.com
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/contact-us
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REGISTRATION
To book your place on the conference:

• Register online at www.publicaffairsireland.com
• Call us on 01 8198500 with credit card details
• Email conferences@publicaffairsireland.com
• Fax form to 01 8944733
• Post form to 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1

Pricing details:
Booking Fee: €245 (Subscribers); €265 (Non- Subscribers)

Fee includes conference materials, tea/coffee and lunch
Limited availability. Contact 01 8198500 for group rate enquiries.
(Prices subject to VAT @ 23%)

Cancellation Policy:
For cancellation up to a week before the conference, the fee will be refunded less a 10% administration charge. Regrettably, for 
cancellations made within a week of the conference, the full fee is payable. PAI Publications Ltd. reserves the right to alter or revise 
the conference agenda, including the substitution or replacement of speakers if circumstances necessitate.

Name/s:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Job title/s:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Department:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Organisation:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Address:
.....................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................
Tel:                                                                                              Fax:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Email:
.....................................................................................................................................................
Signature:                                                                                  Date:
.....................................................................................................................................................

Method of Payment
Invoice Me:   YES (CIRCLE THIS OPTION)                             Purchase Order No.
.....................................................................................................................................................
Cheque Enclosed (Payable to PAI Publications Ltd): YES   (CIRCLE THIS OPTION)
.....................................................................................................................................................
Please Debit                   euro from my Visa/Mastercard  (CIRCLE ONE CARD OPTION)
.....................................................................................................................................................
Card number:                                                                           Expiry:
.....................................................................................................................................................                               
Cardholder’s signature:
.....................................................................................................................................................
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